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In the year 1977 the Indian Member Body of the International Standardization 
Organisation (ISO), working in sub-committee 2 of the technical committee 
113 dealing with notches, weirs and flumes for measurement of liquid flow in 
open channels, proposed to standardize the trapezoidal profile weir, which 
is extensively used as a control structure on large and small rivers in 
India, Pakistan and many other countries. The trapezoidal weir to be stan-
dardized was to be constructed in a rectangular approach channel and could 
have several upstream or downstream slopes. 
In 1983 the USSR Member Body proposed to include the trapezoidal profile 
weir "SANIIRI" in the future standard. This weir is constructed in a channel 
with a trapezoidal cross-section and furthermore their is a fixed relation 
between the crest length and the crest height. 
In the same year it was decided by the department of Hydraulics & Catchment 
Hydrology of the Agricultural University to include this weir in their re-
search program on the sediment transport capacity of discharge measuring 
structures and in addition to recalibrate the structure to accomplish more 
data. For several reasons the intended research was suspended, but neverthe-
less the recalibration was fulfilled in 1985. 
This report describes the recalibration and discusses the results. 
2 EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN 
2.1 Laboratory equipment 
The measurements necessary for the calibration of the SANIIRI weir, were 
performed in the hydraulic laboratory of the department of Hydraulics & 
Catchment Hydrology. The laboratory has the disposal of several flumes, with 
the inflow stabilized by a constant head tank in the water supply system. 
The discharge can be measured with an electromagnetic meter before the in-
flow takes place or volumetrically at the end of a return gutter, before the 
water is pumped to the constant head tank. Usual these two options are com-
bined i.e. the readings of the flowmeter are related to the volumetric ob-
tained values by fitting a regression line. The waterheights in a flume are 
measured in stilling wells by means of point gauges. 
2.2 Description of the SANIIRI 
The SANIIRI weir is characterized by a vertical downstream slope and a 
length of the crest of 0.8 times the height of the crest. The co-tangent of 
the upstream slope is either 3 or 4 and the co-tangent of the side-slopes of 
the channel varies from 1 to 1.5 (Figure 2.1). Once the crest height and 
upstream slope are chosen, all geometrical values are fixed within a certain 
channel. The following relations holds: 
L - 0.8 p 
1 - Z p + L 




L = length of the crest [L] 
p - heigth of the crest [L] 
1 = length of the weir [L] 
Z = co-tangent upstream slope [1] 
b = width of the crest [L] 
c *• 
b - width of the channel [L] 
m — co-tangent side-slope [1] 
stilling well 
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Figure 2.1 Trapezoidal profile weir SANIIRI 
3 THEORETICAL DISCHARGE EQUATION 
The theoretical discharge equation can be derived by determining the minimum 
specific energy and using Bernouilli's law (Bos, 1978). 
<D d> à 
Figure 3.1 Definition sketch. 
The relation between discharge and critical depth above the crest and the 
total head is given by: 
H - Hi = H2 - hc + 2g Ac 
where 
(2.1) 
H — total head 
h - head opposite the weir crest 
Q - discharge 
g = acceleration due to gravity 
A — cross-sectional area 
[L] 
[Ll -2 
[L -T ] 
-2 [L-T ] 
2 [L ] 
with the index c indicating the critical flow above the weir. 
Equation 2.1 can be written as : 
Q = (2g)1/2- Ac • (H-hc)1/2 (2.2) 
Because of minimum specific energy above the crest, the relation between 
total head and critical depth yields : 
H .
 h c + ||c . £ + 1 £ ± ^ hc (2.3) 
This equation can be written as a second degree polynomial function: 
5m he + (3b - 4m) hc - 2b H = 0 (2.4) 
Without dimensions Equation 2.4 becomes: 
(If + * (¥îT< - H 5* ^  - ° 
With the relevant solution: 
(¥^- H *{[*&• H2*0-£HF <"> 
For a known total head and given values of the width of the weir crest and 
the co-tangent of the side-slope of the channel, the discharge can be cal-
culated using Equation 2.6 and 2.2 respectively. 
The limit values of hc/H can be derived from Equation 2.4. For a rectangu-
lar cross-section with m - 0 one obtains hc/H equals 2/3 and in case of a 
triangular cross-section one obtains a value of 4/5. In Figure 3.2a graphi-











Figure 3.2 Relation between critical depth and total head for a trapezoidal 
cross-section. 
11 
RESULTS AND ANALYSIS 
4.1 Free flow 
The discrepancy between the theoretical discharge and the actual discharge 
can be expressed by 
CD - 2m (4.1) 
where 
C = discharge coefficient [1] 
D -3 
Q - measured discharge [L-T ] 
m -3 
Q «= theoretical discharge [L-T ] 
t 
The discharge coefficient can be related to the ratio of total head and 
length of the crest (H/L). 
For all the runs the experimental data and calculated values of H/L and C 
D 
are given in appendix I ... VI. The graphical representation of the rela-
tions between C and H/L accordingly are shown in appendix VII ... XII The 
D 
regression curves in the figures are fifth degree polynomial equations de-
termined with the method of least squares. The correlation coefficient r of 
the regression, the estimated standard deviation of the residuals a, the 
mean value of the discharge coefficient p and the ratio between a and p are 






































Table 4.1 Parameters from regression analysis. 
It can be concluded from Table 4.1 that the regression is quite satisfacto-
ry. The ratio of 2 a/n is less than 1.0% except for run 06 in which case a 
1:2 scale model was use of the weir used at run 05. 
All the results of run 01 ... 06 are shown in appendix XIII. No significant 
difference occurs in the discharge coefficients of run 01 ... 05 despite the 
different geometrical proportions and different values of p/L. A minor dif-
ference in C appears for the runs with a crest length of 0.200 m (01 and 
02) and those with a length of 0.144 m (03, 04 and 05) in case of H/L be-
tween 0.6 and 0.8. The discharge coefficient of the 1.2 scale model is quite 
different, not only with regard to the values of C , but also the shape of 
D 
the curve. Therefore these results can not be combined with the other ones. 




Figuré 4.1 Discharge coefficient C as a function of the relative total 
D 
head H/L for the SANIIRI trapezoidal weir. 
A comparison can be made between the combined results of run 01 up to and 
including run 05, the results of run 06 and the results of the USSR (docu 
ment 1S0/TC 113/SC 2 N 330). Also the discharge characteristics of the tra-
pezoidal profile weir in case of three-dimensional flow (SANIIRI) can be 
compared with those in case of two-dimensional flow (Boiten, 1983). 




































Table 4.2 Specification of experiments by the USSR (L/p - 0.8) 
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The calculated values of H/L and C are summarized in appendix XIV. In fig-
D 
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Figure 4.2 C as a function of H/L for several investigations. 
D 
It is obvious that the results of the present investigations don't agree 
with the result of the USSR but show a fairly good agreement with the re-
sults of Boiten. The reason for the disagreement is not quite clear. 
Thinking at scale effects one should bear in mind that taking a crest height 
of 0.18 m as scale 1:1 the models used by th« USSR were on scale 1:3.9, 
1:3.4, 1:1 and 2.2:1 and the models used in the present investigation were 
on 1:2, 1:1 and 1.4:1. On the other hand the possibility of scale effects is 
not excluded at the investigations of Boiten with regard to this subject, 
because of limited range of H/L at big scale structures (appendix XV). The 
tendency however of a lower value of C at small scale models is present in 
D 
both the present investigation and the investigation of Boiten. 
15 
4.2 Modular limit 
In Figure 4.4 the results of the experiments on the modular limit are shown 
(see also appendix XVI and XVII). According to this the modular limit ex-
pressed as the ratio of downstream and upstream total head equals 0.60 
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5 CONCLUDING REMARKS 
The limited experiments on the SANIIRI as described in this report shows 
that before standardizing additional information on the 3-d trapezoidal 
profile weir is required. The scale effects should be investigated and the 
disagreement in different data should be eliminated. 
The fixed ratio of L/p equal to 0.8 is not likely to be necessary. Also in 
case of the 2-d trapezoidal profile weir the discharge coefficient was a 
function of H/L only (Boiten, 1983). 
The influence of the width of the weir crest is not investigated. Because of 
three dimensional flow a systematic research on this item is recommendable. 
17 
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NDIX I : Data of run 
i 
E a A 3 / s ] 
2 . 0 5 Q E - Û 3 
3 . 0 0 0 E - 0 3 
4 . 0 2 0 E - 0 3 
4 . 1 0 0 E - 0 3 
5 . 2 4 0 E - 3 3 
5 . 9 2 0 E - Q 3 
6 . . 6 7 0 E - Û 3 
3 . 2 2 0 E - 0 3 
8 . 3 4 0 E - 0 3 
1 . 0 0 1 E - 0 2 
1 L 0 7 2 E - 0 2 
1 . 2 0 5 E - 0 2 
1 . 3 0 6 E - 0 2 
1 . 4 5 2 E - 0 2 
1 . 5 9 8 E - D 2 
1 . 7 3 3 E - 0 2 
1 . 9 5 4 E - 0 2 
2 - 0 S 3 E - 0 2 
i . 2 2 5 E - 0 2 
2 . 3 7 S E - 3 2 
2 . 5 2 0 E - 0 2 
2 . 6 9 3 E - 0 2 
2 . 3 1 6 E - 0 2 
3 . 0 4 7 E - Û 2 
3 . 1 5 6 E - 0 2 
3!. 301 E-02 
3 . 5 4 3 E - 0 2 
3 . 3 9 9 6 - 3 2 
4 . 0 4 9 E - 0 2 
4 . 2 i 4 E - 3 2 
4 . 4 9 2 E - 0 2 
4 . 6 6 S E - 0 2 
5 . 0 2 2 E - 0 2 
5 : . 3 9 6 E - 0 2 
S . 7 5 0 E - 0 2 
6 . 1 3 3 E - 0 2 
6 . 5 0 7 E - J 2 
6 . 3 3 0 6 - 3 2 
7 . 3 0 3 E - 0 2 
7 . 7 1 6 E - 0 2 
3 . 1 0 9 6 - 0 2 
Ö . 4 9 2 E - 0 2 
8 . 9 3 5 E - 0 2 
9 . 3 9 7 E - 0 2 
9 . 3 7 3 E - 0 2 
1 . 0 3 S E - 0 1 
1 . 0 8 9 E - 0 1 
1 . 1 3 3 E - 0 1 
1 . 1 ? 2 E - 0 1 
1 . 2 5 9 E - 0 1 
1 . 3 2 8 E - 0 1 
1 . 3 9 6 E - 0 1 
1 . 4 6 7 E - 0 1 
1 . 5 2 S E - C 1 
1 . 5 9 5 E - 0 1 
1 . 6 6 6 E - 0 1 
1 . 7 4 0 E - 0 1 
1 . 8 0 1 E - 0 1 
1 . 3 7 3 E - 0 1 
1 . 9 5 0 E - 0 1 
h 
C«3 
1 . 1 2 3 E - 0 2 
1 . 4 1 0 E - 3 2 
1 . 6 3 Q E - 0 2 
1 . 7 3 0 E - 0 2 
1 . 9 9 0 E - 0 2 
2 . 1 6 0 E - 0 2 
2 . 3 1 0 E - 3 2 
2 . 6 4 0 E - 0 2 
2 . 6 5 0 E - 0 2 
2 . 9 S O E - 3 2 
3 - 1 1 0 E - 0 2 
3 . 3 6 0 E - 0 2 
3 . 5 2 0 E - 0 2 
3 . 7 5 0 E - 0 2 
3 . 9 S 3 E - 0 2 
4 . 1 5 0 E - 0 2 
4 . 5 3 0 E - 0 2 
4 . 7 4 3 E - 0 2 
4 . 9 2 0 E - 0 2 
5 . 1 6 0 E - 0 2 
5 . 3 4 0 E - 0 2 
5 . 5 3 0 E - 0 2 
5 . 7 3 D E - 0 2 
6 . 0 4 0 E - 0 2 
6 . 1 6 0 6 - 0 2 
6 . 5 3 0 E - Q 2 
Ó . 6 5 0 E - U 2 
7 . 0 4 0 6 - 0 2 
7 . 2 1 0 6 - 0 2 
7 . 4i>C E—02 
7 . 7 0 0 6 - 0 2 
7 . S 7 3 E - 0 2 
S . 2 6 3 E - 0 2 
3 . 6 4 0 6 - 3 2 
3 . 9 6 0 E - 0 2 
9 . 3 2 0 6 - 0 2 
9 . Ó 6 0 E - 3 2 
1 . 0 0 0 E - Û 1 
1 . 0 3 4 E - 0 1 
1 . 0 6 7 E - 3 1 
1 . 0 9 9 E - 0 1 
1 . 1 3 0 E - 0 1 
1 . 1 6 4 E - 0 1 
1 . 1 9 9 E - 0 1 
1 . 2 3 4 E - 0 1 
1 . 2 7 1 E - 0 1 
1 . 3 0 4 E - 0 1 
1 . 3 3 9 E - 0 1 
1 . 3 7 6 E - 0 1 
1 . 4 2 1 E - C 1 
1 . 4 6 3 E - 0 1 
1 . 5 0 3 E - 0 1 
1 . 5 4 6 E - 0 1 
1 . 5 3 2 £ - 0 1 
1 . 6 2 3 6 - 3 1 
1 . 6 Ó 2 E - 3 1 
1 . 7 3 3 6 - 3 1 
1 . 7 3 6 E - 0 1 
1 - 7 7 6 E - 3 1 




1 . 1 2 0 E - 0 2 
1 . 4 1 1 E - Q 2 
1 . 6 3 1 6 - 0 2 
1 . 7 3 1 E - 0 2 
1 . 9 9 2 E - 3 2 
2 . 1 6 3 E - 0 2 
2 . 3 1 3 E - 0 2 
2 . 6 4 5 E - 0 2 
2 . 6 5 5 E - C 2 
2 . 9 S 7 E - 0 2 
3 . 1 1 3 E - Û 2 
3 . 3 7 0 6 - 0 2 
3 . 5 3 2 E - 0 2 
3 . 7 6 4 E - 0 2 
3 . 9 9 7 E - 0 2 
4 . 1 6 9 E - 0 2 
4 . 5 5 4 E - 0 2 
4 . 7 6 7 E - 0 2 
4 . 9 5 1 6 - 0 2 
5 . 1 9 4 E - 0 2 
5 . 3 7 3 E - C 2 
5 . 5 2 2 E - 0 2 
5 . 7 7 6 E - 0 2 
6 . 0 9 2 E - 0 2 
6 . 2 1 5 E - G 2 
6 . 6 4 5 6 - 0 2 
5 . 7 1 7 E - 3 2 
7 . 1 1 9 E - 3 2 
7 . 2 9 3 6 - 0 ? 
7 . 5 5 2 E - u 2 
7 . 7 9 9 E - G 2 
7 . 9 7 5 E - 0 2 
S . 3 7 ? E - 0 2 
3 . 7 7 2 E - C 2 
9 . 1 0 6 E - 0 2 
9 . 4 Ï 2 E - 3 2 
9 . 3 3 7 E - 0 2 
1 . 0 1 9 E - 0 1 
1 . 0 5 5 E - 0 1 
1 . 0 9 0 E - 0 1 
1 . 1 2 4 E - 0 1 
1 . 1 5 7 E - 0 1 
1 . 1 9 3 E - 0 1 
1 . 2 3 0 E - 0 1 
1 . 2 6 7 E - 0 1 
1 . 3 0 7 E - 0 1 
1 . 3 4 3 E - 0 1 
1 . 3 S 0 E - 0 1 
1 . 4 2 3 E - 0 1 
1 . 4 6 3 E - 0 1 
1 . 5 1 4 E - 0 1 
1 . 5 5 S E - 0 1 
1 . 6 0 5 E - 0 1 
1 . 6 4 5 E - 0 1 
1 . 6 S 9 E - 0 1 
1 . 7 3 3 E - 0 1 
1 . 7 7 3 E - Û 1 
1 . 3 1 4 E - 0 1 
1 . 3 5 ° E - 0 1 
1 . 9 0 1 E - 0 1 
H/L 
n : 
5 . 6 Ü 2 E - 0 2 
7 . C 5 4 E - 0 2 
3 . 4 0 7 E - 0 2 
3 . 6 5 7 E - 0 2 
9 . 9 6 1 E - 0 2 
1 . 0 8 1 E - 0 1 
1 . 1 5 7 E - 0 1 
1 . 3 2 3 E - 0 1 
1 . 3 2 3 E - 0 1 
1 . 4 9 4 E - Q 1 
1 . 5 5 9 E - 0 1 
1 . 6 3 5 E - 0 1 
1 . 7 6 6 E - 0 1 
1 . S 3 2 E - 0 1 
1 . 9 9 9 E - 0 1 
2 . 0 8 5 E - 0 1 
2 . 2 7 7 E - 3 1 
2 . 3 8 4 E - 0 1 
2 . 4 7 5 E - 0 1 
2 . 5 9 7 E - Û 1 
2 . 6 3 9 E - 0 1 
2 . 8 1 1 E - 3 1 
2 . S 5 S 6 - 3 1 
3 . Ü 4 6 E - 0 1 
3 . 1 0 3 E - 3 1 
3 . 3 2 3 E - 3 1 
3 . 3 5 9 E - 3 1 
3 . 5 5 9 E - Q 1 
3 . 6 4 7 E - 0 1 
3 . 7 7 6 E - 0 1 
3 . 3 5 9 E - 0 1 
3 . 9 3 3 E - 0 1 
4 . 1 3 9 E - 0 1 
4 . 3 i ö £ - 0 1 
4 . 5 5 3 6 - 0 1 
4 . 7 4 1 E - 0 1 
4 . 9 1 9 E - 0 1 
5 . 0 9 7 E - 0 1 
5 . 2 7 6 E - 0 1 
5 . 4 5 0 E - 0 1 
5 . 6 1 9 E - 0 1 
5 . 7 8 3 E - 0 1 
5 . 9 6 4 E - 0 1 
9 . 1 5 0 E - 0 1 
Ó . 3 3 7 E - 0 1 
6 . 5 3 4 E - 0 1 
6 . 7 1 3 E - 0 1 
6 . 9 0 1 E - 0 1 
7 . 1 0 0 E - 0 1 
7 . 3 4 2 E - 0 1 
7 . 5 7 1 E - 0 1 
7 . 7 9 1 E - 0 1 
8 . 0 2 5 E - Û 1 
3 . 2 2 3 E - 0 1 
3 . 4 4 7 E - O 1 
3 . 6 6 3 6 - 0 1 
3 . S 3 9 E - Ü 1 
9 . 0 7 2 E - 0 1 
9 . 2 9 6 E - 0 1 
9 . 5 0 7 E - 0 1 
Cd 
C13 
S . 8 1 1 E - Ô 1 
e . 9 7 9 E - 0 1 
9 . 2 3 3 E - 0 1 
9 . 0 0 9 E - 0 1 
9 . 3 1 5 E - 0 1 
9 . 2 9 4 E - 0 1 
9 . 4 5 7 E - 0 1 
9 . 5 1 5 E - 0 1 
9 . 5 9 9 E - 0 1 
9 . 6 3 6 E - 0 1 
9 . 6 6 9 E - 0 1 
9 . 6 5 9 E - 0 1 
9 . 7 4 9 E - 0 1 
9 . 8 3 7 E - Û 1 
9 . 3 S 2 E - 0 1 
9 . 3 7 7 E - 0 1 
9 . 9 0 4 E - 0 1 
9 . 3 4 7 E - 0 1 
9 . 9 2 9 E - 0 1 
9 . S Ó 0 E - 0 1 
9 . 9 0 S E - 0 1 
9 . 8 9 2 E - 0 1 
9 . 9 2 6 E - 0 1 
9 . 8 9 7 E - 0 1 
9 . 9 4 0 E - 0 1 
9 . 9 4 9 6 - 0 1 
9 . 9 1 9 E - 0 1 
9 . 9 o 9 £ - 0 1 
° . 9 7 2 E - 0 1 
1 . C 3 0 E * 0 C 
9 . 9 7 3 E - 0 1 
1 . 3 0 2 E + 3 0 
9 . 9 5 4 E - 0 1 
9 . 9 9 3 E - 0 1 
1 . 0 0 5 E + 0 3 
1 .037E+G0 
1 . 0 0 9 E + 0 0 
1 . 0 1 1 E * C 0 
1 . 0 1 5 E * 0 0 
1 . 0 1 9 E + 0 0 
1 . 0 2 2 E * 0 0 
1 . 3 2 3 £ * 0 0 
1 .026E*GO 
1 . 0 2 8 E + 3 0 
1 . 0 3 1 £ + 0 3 
1 .C32E+00 
1 . 0 3 3 E + 0 0 
1 .Q39E+00 
1 . 0 4 1 6 * 0 0 
1 . 0 4 2 E + 0 0 
1 . 0 4 7 E + 0 0 
1 . 0 5 2 E + 0 0 
1 . 0 5 4 E * 0 0 
1 . 3 5 7 E * 0 0 
1 . 0 5 7 E + 0 0 
1 . 0 6 1 E + 0 0 
1 . 0 6 3 6 * 0 0 
1 . 0 6 5 E + 0 0 
1 . 3 o 9 E * 0 0 
1 . 0 7 0 E * 0 0 
T 
CC3 
1 . 4 6 0 6 + 0 1 
1 . 4 6 3 6 + 01 
1 . 4 6 0 £ * 0 1 
1 . 5 0 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 4 6 0 6 * 0 1 
1 .500E+Û1 
1 . 4 6 0 6 + 0 1 
1 . 5 0 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 4 6 0 E + 0 1 
1 .4Ó0E+01 
1 . 5 0 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 4 6 0 E * 0 1 
1 . 5 0 0 6 * 0 1 
1 . 4 6 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 5 0 0 E * 0 1 
1 . 4 ö 0 £ * 0 1 
1 .430E+Ü1 
1 . 5 7 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 4 9 0 £ * 0 1 
1 . 5 7 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 4 9 0 E + 0 1 
1 .570E+Q1 
1 . 4 9 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 5 7 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 4 9 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 4 9 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 5 7 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 5 0 0 6 * 0 1 
1 . 5 7 0 6 * 0 1 
1 .5Û0E+01 
1 . 5 7 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 5 0 0 6 + 0 1 
1 . 4 9 0 £ * 0 1 
1 . 4 9 0 6 * 0 1 
1 . 5 0 0 6 + 0 1 
1 . 5 0 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 5 0 0 E * 0 1 
1 . 5 0 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 5 1 0 E * 0 1 
1 . 5 1 0 E * 0 1 
1 . 5 1 0 E * 0 1 
1 . 5 1 0 E * 0 1 
1 . 5 2 0 E * 0 1 
1 . 5 2 0 6 * 0 1 
1 . 5 2 0 E + Ü 1 
1 . 5 3 0 E + 0 1 
1 .53DE+01 
1 . 5 3 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 5 4 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 5 4 0 E * 0 1 
1 . 5 4 0 6 * 0 1 
1 . 5 3 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 5 3 0 £ * 0 1 
1 . 5 3 0 E + 0 1 
1 . 5 3 0 E * 0 1 
1 . 5 3 0 E + C 1 
1 . 5 5 0 E * 0 1 
1 . 5 5 0 6 * 0 1 
1 . 5 5 0 E + 0 1 
1 .550E+C1 
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APPENDIX IV: Data of run 04 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































5 . 1 3 1 E - 0 2 
5 . 5 4 9 E - 0 2 




















































































































































































































































































































56 1I.956E-01 1.764E-01 1.879E-01 1.305E+00 1.094E+30 1.980E+01 
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APPENDIX VII: Discharge coefficient as a function of the relative 
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APPENDIX VIII: Discharge coefficient as a function of the relative 
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APPENDIX IX: Discharge coefficient as a function of the relative 













































S C " L 0 0 









I 86 • 
ao 
i 
9 6 ' 
I 

















































APPENDIX X: Discharge coefficient as a function of the relative 
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APPENDIX XI: Discharge coefficient as a function of the relative 
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APPENDIX XII: Discharge coefficient as a function of the relative 
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Determination of the mean value of the characteristic discharge 
coefficient C^. 
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